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often enough, | see an old

friend from high school.
We meet at one of those secret
wine bars where atmos glows from
candlelit walls. We drink rich Italian
red, sinkopulently named cocktails.
Invariably, my friend leans in and
whispers:“So,whatareyouwearing?”

Cindy’s a true fragrance-phile.
Psychologist by trade, perfumista
at heart, her finely calibrated nose
can pick a commercial bestseller
at 50 paces. She'll clock Prada’s
latest, Chanel’s famed and archival
immediately. | get a special kick
out of stumping her.

For me, wearing an instantly
recognisable fragrance is a bit like
buying a frock in a Paris back-rue
onlytocomehomeandseethesame
print in Sportsgirl. | love Dior’s
JAdore and Thierry Mugler's Angel
becausetheyaretrulygorgeous-but
nothingtakestheshineoffaniconlike
“I have that too"or "My sister-in-law
- you know, the horse-face bitchy
one — wears that” Ever smelled just
like hisex-girlfriend? Eaudeawkward.

My pulse points throb wildly for
the niche unknown, the bottle that
doesnotscreamsuper-branding,the
juicedistilled byarockstarparfumer
most people have never heard of.

Nowthatperfumecontractsseem
to come free with record deals, I'm
about not-so-celebrity fragrance.
Like the quietly spoken perfume
created for Jane Birkin (yes, asinthe
Hermes bag). By big-little house
Miller Harris, it's called L'Air de
Rien — roughly, “the air of nothing”.
No showbizzy PR machine. Only
Birkin's doodlings adorn the bottle.
“I have never liked perfumes,’Birkin
told British Vogue. She wanted the
smellofemptydrawers,herbrother’s
hair (he co-wrote the screenplay for
Perfume:The Story Of AMurdereras
ithappens).It'soakmossy, musky...
exquisitely unidentifiable.

At next ritual wrist-sniffing, Cindy
says, “You're wearing...| have no
idea. What is that? Gorgeous."Smile.
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